FINAL EXHORTATIONS TO THE MINNEAPOLIS CHURCH AS PASTORPRIVATE 

Your Relationship to Your Pastor
1. Support your pastor financially (GAL 6:6; 1CO 9:1-14).  

a. To fail to support the ministry is to forsake the house of God (NEH 13:10-12).

b. God does not take kindly to people who provide for their own comforts but do not provide for the house of God (HAG 1:1-11).

2. Pray for him (2CO 1:11; PHI 1:19).

3. Submit to him and obey him (HEB 13:7, 17).

a. He is commanded to take the oversight.  You will grab for it if he doesn’t (1PE 5:1-2).

b. Where he has the Scriptural right to call the shots, you must submit even if you do not agree.

c. Give him the benefit of the doubt since he has been given the rule, not you.

d. If the pastor has to secure your 100% approval to act, then you are running the church.

e. The pastor cannot please everybody.  If he pleases you, there is someone else in the congregation that he may not please. 

f. A pastor must do that which he judges to be right in God's sight (1TI 1:19).

g. To resist His authority is to incur damnation (ROM 13:1-2; NUM 12; 16).

h. You had better have a clear case of Bible doctrine before going against your pastor (ROM 16:17).

i. Do not look to me to support sedition against this man.  But you may look to me for help, if he betrays the doctrine.

4. Come to your pastor for help; don't expect him to be a mind-reader (DEU 17:8-9; JAM 5:14).

5. Attend faithfully to his ministry (HEB 10:23-25).

a. Your first obligation is to your church and your pastor.
i. I will pull out of the picture.  Do not expect me to keep in touch with all of you.

ii. Chad will walk in my shadow at the first.  But with me out of the way, it will expedite his standing in his own right.

iii. Any visit I pay to this church in the future will be at his behest.

b. He can't save you, if you aren't hearing him (1TI 4:16).

c. You are as much as part of this body as he is.  Without you attending to his ministry, he has no ministry here.
d. All the members are needed for the efficient functioning of the body (1CO 12:14-27).
e. Although he will have a media ministry, that is secondary to his primary ministry, which is to living human beings bodily present before him as he delivers the word.

f. There is no substitute for face to face ministry (ISA 52:8; ACT 10:33; 1TH 2:17; 3:10; 1JO 1:1-2; 2JO 1:12; 3JO 1:13-14; REV 22:4).
6. Your accountability will now be directly overseen by a man among you.  This will breed resentment in rebels.
7. Accept your pastor for what he is.  Do not expect him to be another man.
a. If God shows His use for Him by sending Him, you had best receive him (JOH 13:20).  
b. He may not be the best that could be, but he does not need to be the best to do the job.
c. God sometimes uses the lesser in order to magnify His power.
d. The man with less may do the better job because he will work harder to compensate for his deficiencies.
8. Bear with your pastor and encourage him.
a. He will make mistakes as do all men.
b. He will experience slumps in his work as all ministers do.
c. It comforts a man of God to know that his people have him in good remembrance (1TH 3:6-8).
9. Know your pastor and esteem him very highly in love for his work's sake (1TH 5:12-13).
a. It is God's order that there be a man labouring among you (ACT 14:23; 1PE 5:1).
b. Know - To recognize in some capacity; to acknowledge; to admit the claims or authority of.
c. Acknowledge your pastor as such.
d. Esteem - To regard as valuable; to think highly of; to feel regard for, respect.
i. This high esteem is to be accorded for his work's sake, not for his person's sake.
ii. A pastor is a man just like his people.
iii. It is God Who has been given him his work for which he is to be esteemed (ACT 20:28; EPH 4:11).
e. Esteem him in love.  Love your pastor.
10. Do not look for faults in your pastor and do not magnify or broadcast his weaknesses (ISA 29:20-21; PSA 64:6; 2SA 1:20).
11. If you have a genuine problem with your pastor, take it up with him privately and respectfully (PRO 25:8-10, 15; 1TI 5:1).
a. If you are wrong, you can thus be corrected.
b. If he is wrong, the objective should be to give him an opportunity to correct his mistake so as to establish his authority, rather than to overthrow it and establish yours!
c. If you are not satisfied, ask for an opportunity to present your complaint to the church in an orderly fashion.
d. If you get no cooperation from the pastor and you believe he has led the church into disorder, withdraw per 2TH 3:6 and defer the matter to God (ECC 5:8).
Review of the History of  the Minneapolis Church
1. The baptisms of the Hatcher family and their membership in the Detroit Church.

a. Judy Hatcher was baptized in October 1973 by Elder Paul Christensen in Missouri.  
i. Judy was thus in Christ before the other members of this church (ROM 16:7).

ii. After withdrawing from New Garden Primitive Baptist Church she united with the Detroit Church on 4/14/91.

b. Wayne Hatcher was baptized into the Detroit Church on 7/20/91.

c. All three of the Hatcher children were baptized into the Detroit Church, Austin on 1/9/99, Carissa on 9/21/03, and Carey on 5/16/04.

2. Bud Schaitburger was baptized by Pastor Tim Boffey into the Birmingham Church on 4/30/94.
3. The first evangelistic I conducted in Minneapolis was on 25-26 March 2000.  
a. Then Pastor Doug Friesen assisted me.
b. I met and named the Minnesota Mafia:  Walk-talk Coffee Man (Jason), Snowman (Scott), Brains (Chad), Fingers (Ray), and later Sharp (Steve).  I was named Boss.
4. Jason and Andrea Corum were baptized into the Detroit Church with the Hallquists on 5/28/00.  They were baptized in a kid’s swimming pool in Jim Ruma’s garage.
5. Scott Snow was baptized into the Detroit Church on 1/26/03 and Mary Snow was later baptized into the Detroit Church on 5/10/03.
6. A second seminar was held in 19-20 July 2003 on 1CO 15:1-8.  
a. In this seminar Carissa Hatcher came under conviction and was baptized not long thereafter.  
b. I believe this seminar also helped Jean Schaitburger toward understanding the truth.
7. Steve Bailon was baptized into the Detroit Church on 7/25/04.
8. Charlotte Castro was baptized into the Detroit Church on 7/10/05.
9. I visited the Minnesotan non-resident members of the Detroit Church on 3-4 December 2005 and presented three lessons.
10. Since things were developing toward a church in Minneapolis, Bud Schaitburger transferred his membership from the Cincinnati Church to the Detroit Church on 2/19/06.
11. I visited the Minnesotan members again on 29-30 April 2006 and taught two lessons.
12. During the annual August gathering of the Detroit Church in 2006 Jeanne Schaitburger and Chad Hansen were baptized into the Detroit Church on Saturday before the picnic, 8/12/06.  It was determined at this picnic that you would be organized into a separate church.
13. I visited Minnesota again on 28-29 October 2006.  On Saturday, 10/28/06, I went over with you considerations regarding a church in Minneapolis.  On Sunday, 10/29/06, you all formally consented to be a church.  I then pronounced you a church and served you your first communion as an independent New Testament church.  
a. Your charter members were Bud and Jeanne Schaitburger, Jason and Andrea Corum, Scott and Mary Snow, Steve Bialon, Charlotte Castro, Wayne and Judy Hatcher, Carey Crowley, Carissa Hatcher, and Chad Hansen.
b. You had 13 members, 8 resident and 5 non-resident.
14. From then on I began to pay you quarterly visits.  
15. Erv and Judy Kruse were the first to be baptized into the Minneapolis Church.  They were baptized on 3/31/07.
16. The church had its first exclusion on 3/31/07 with the exclusion of Charlotte Castro.
17. You observed your first feetwashing service as an independent church 4/1/07.
18. Ashley Coblenz later to become Ashley Hansen was baptized into your church 6/16/07.
19. One sermon during my visits that stands out in my mind as it resonated so powerfully with you was a sermon entitled On Feeling Inadequate and Insufficient preached on 2/3/08.  It was inspired by a concern expressed to me by Judy Kruse.
20. The church was hit with another exclusion on 9/7/08 with the dismissal of Scott Snow.  This tipped the balance of membership in favour of the non-resident members.
21. On 10/24/09 I first addressed the church on having its own resident pastor.
22. I conducted an evangelistic work in Broken Bow, Nebraska on 7/13-15/10.  

a. On 7/15/10 I baptized Cecil and Beverly Burt, and Gary Lawrence.  They were baptized into your church.
b. I decided that if you were a real church, I would treat you as one and conduct evangelistic work on your behalf. 

c. Having the Nebraska people added to you was a good decision.  The bond between them and you was evident on their first visit of 10/23-24/10.

23. Chad Wagner paid his first visit to your church on the weekend of 7/24-25/10.  I was there also, but Chad preached.  

a. Erv and Judy did not show up and had given no advance notice of their absence.

b. At this time there was considerable tension in the church and I was in doubt of its future.

c. My job that weekend was addressing the problems in private counsel.

d. Chad was the bright spot on that weekend.

24. Erv and Judy Kruse were the next casualties.  They were excluded on 9/5/10.

25. On 7/23/11 Christopher Corum was baptized into your church and Austin Hatcher transferred his membership from the Detroit Church to your church.

26. On 7/24/11 I preached a sermon on self-examination after which we observed communion and feetwashing.  I remember sensing at that time a greater harmony in the body.

27. Jessica Glidden later to become Jessica Bialon was baptized into your church 3/9/12.

28. The church took another hit with the exclusions of Ashley Hansen and Cecil Burt on 3/18/12.
29. After several visits by himself, the church was satisfied to call Chad Wagner to be its pastor.
a. A formal call was issued to Chad Wagner on 1/20/13, which call he readily accepted on 1/21/13.  

b. Chad Wagner was ordained to the ministry on 3/24/13.

c. Today, 21 April 2013, I will yield the oversight of the Minneapolis Church to him.

30. Chad Wagner is being added to your membership today raising your current membership to 17, 9 resident and 8 non-resident, thus tipping the balance again in favour of resident membership.
31. Today marks my 24th visit to this area for evangelistic and pastoral purposes.

32. The best way to express your appreciation for what I have done is to stay faithful to what I have taught you.
Concluding Exhortation and Blessing Taken from 2CO 13:11-14

1. You do not have to be a large church to do what Paul here charges.
2. Therefore, you do not have to be a large church to have the God of love and peace with you.
3. Be perfect.  Aim for full obedience.  
4. Seek the comfort of God’s word rather than the world.  Do not refuse God’s comforts (GEN 37:35).  

5. Be of one mind (PHI 1:27).  Unity requires effort (EPH 4:3).  Division is easy.
6. Live in peace with all men and among yourselves (ROM 12:18; 14:19; 1PE 3:8-12). 

7. God will manifest His love to you and with that you will have His peace (JOH 14:21-23, 27).
8. God's presence sets you apart from all other people (EXO 33:16).
a. If God says He is here, He is here whether you feel like He is or not (GEN 28:16; 2CH 15:2).
b. God breaks through from time to time and powerfully impresses us with the realization of His presence: answered prayer, joy and peace, working in our midst according to His word, not permitting enemies to triumph over us, keeping us from sin (JOS 22:31).
9. With the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ you will have all sufficiency (2CO 9:8; 12:9).
10. With the grace of the Lord Jesus you will have the love of God with you, since God's grace flows from His love (EPH 2:4-7).
11. Withal you will have the communion of the Holy Ghost because He communicates the grace and love of God to our souls (ZEC 12:10; HEB 10:29; ROM 5:5).
12. In short, God be with you and if be with you, you have all (PSA 23:1)!
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